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ral and Postce Obedience. 


AND MESSENGERS 


oF THe SEVERAL 


or THE 


PTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 


AT SPALDING, 
May 19, 20, 21. 1807. : 


| Malotainingithe i doGrines of three equal in Godhead; 


eternal and perfonal eleétion ; original fin; particular redemption ; free juftifica-. 


‘tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chritt ; efficacious grace in regeneration; the 


final perfeveranct of real aed the refurrection of the dead; the future judg- — 


1 happi of the righteous ; and everlafting mifery of fuch.as 
; with the congregational order of the churches, inviolably: __ 


Chur cher they reprefent, or from which they have received Letters : a2 
Meeting at Lofede, and Sqwanwick, Derbythire ; Sutton-Afbfeld, Nottingham, and 


Cellingbam, Burton-upon- Trent, Staffordthire ; Sheepfbead, Leicefber, 
Sutton-in-the- Elon and Foxton, Oakbam, Rutland; iding, 


ipfone, Guilfborough, Braunfton, Walgrave, ettering’y 


Lincolnthire ; free 


bet, able and Luton, Bedfordthire; ‘nd 


Grace be te yon, a ud peace our Father, pi fe 


UR meeting | year has. been and we hope 

profitable. ‘The contents ofthe Letters fromtheChurches 

were, as ufual, various; but upon the whole, calculated to 
n and ftimulate us in the work of the Lord, We 


feel for thofe churches which are yet deftitute of paftors, and 


Sonfider it call to us*to pray to the Lord of the harveft 
that he would: send. forth: more labourers, and blefs those infti- 
tutions in which: their gifts are cultivated ;.and to léok out 


amongft-us men whole) hearts God hath as 
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_ In addreffing thefe our Annual Letters to you, it is our de- 
fire to lead you on in the divine life, that, not contented with 
_ @ fuperhicial acquaintance with religion, you may clearly un- 
deritand its moit difcriminating principles. The winds of 
doctrine which abound through the fleight of men, and by 
which many, like children, are tofled to and fro, and carried 
anny require that you grow up into Him in all things, who is 
c | | 
_ Concerning the fubjeé of our prefent addrefs, namely, AZral 
and Pofitive obedience, fuffice it to fay, we think we perceive 
fome ferious evils growing up in certain parts of the chrif- 
tian world for want of diftiict ideas concerning it, and with to 
arm your minds againft them. All we fhall attempt will be 
to give a clear ftatement of the diftinction, and to ‘point out 
the ufe of it in the chriftian religion. — oa 
- An unreferved obedience to the revealed will bf ‘God, in 
whatever form it is delivered, is the fcriptural teft of faith and 
love. You have profefied to believe in Chrift for falvation, 
and have been baptized in his name; but this is mot all: the 
fame commiflion which requires this, directs alfo that the dif- . 
ciples fhould be inftructed in the whole mind of Chrift; 
*¢ Teaching them to observe all things whatfoever I have com- 
manded you.” As the commandments of Chrift, however, are 
not all of the fame kind, fo neither is our obedience required to 
be yielded in all refpectson the fame principles. 
The diftinction of obedience into moral and positive is far 
_ from being novel. It has been made by the ableft writers, 
_ of various denominations, and mult be made, if we would un- 
derftand the fcriptures. Without it we fhould confound the 
eternal ftandard of right and wrong, given to Ifrael at Sinai, 
_ and the fum of which is love to God and our neighbour, with 
_ the body of “carnal ordinances, impofed on them until the 


ead, even Chrift. 


of reformation.”* We fhould alfo confound thofe pre- 


 epts and examples of the new teftament which arise from the 
relations we ftand in to God and one another, with pofitive 
_ inititutions which arife merely from the fovereign| will of the 
- Lawgiver, and could never have been known had he not ex- 
 prefsly enjoined them. Concerning the former, an infpired 
writer does not {cruple to refer the primitive chriftians to that 

dente of right and wrong which is implanted in the minds of 
in general, faying, Whatfoever things are true, whatlo- 
ever things are whatloever things are ju/?, whatfoever 
things are pure, whatfoever things are /ewely, whatfoever things 
goad report; ifthere be any virtue, and if thete be any 
praile, think on thefe things.”+ But concerning the 
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_. Having briefly ay our views of the fubject, we proceed 


Purpofes of practical godlinefs. If we miftake not, 
Clear view of the (ubject as fated above, will furnifh 


Teduc 
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j 
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ttention to Chrift, and thofe who acted © 
under his authority. ‘‘ Be ye followers of me as I alfo am of ae 
Chrift. Now I praife you, brethren, that ye remember mein 
all things, and keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you. * 
‘The one is commanded becaufe it. is right; the other is right 
‘becaule it is commanded, The great principles of the firft 


direéts their whole 


are of perpetual obligation, and know no other variety than 
that which arifes from the varying of relations and condi- 
tions ; but thofe of Ns laft may be binding at one period of 
time, and utterly abolithed at another, 
_ We can clearly perceive that it were inconfiftent with the 
perfections of God not to have required us to love Him and 

one another, or to have allowed of the contrary. Children — 
alfo muft. needs be required to ‘‘ obey their parents ; for this oe 
isright,”. But it is not thus in pofitive inftitutions. What- 
ever wifdom there may be in them, and whatever difcernment 

in us, we could not have known them had they not been ex- 
prelsly revealed; nor are they ever enforced as being right in 
themfelves, but merely as being of divine appointment. Of 


| 


them we may fay, ay it pleafed God, he might in various 


inftances have enjoined the oppofites: but of the other we are 


a 


| | 4 
| ! | 


not allowed to fuppofe it poflible, or confiftent with righteouf- 
nels, to require any thing different from that which is required. | 
_ The defign of moral obligation is to preferve order in the 
Creation ; that of pofitive inftitutions, among other things, to 
Prove us, whether, like Abraham in offering up his fon, we 
will yield implicit obedience to his commandments, or whe- 
ther we will hefitate till we perceive the reafon of them. 


The obligation of man to love and obey his Creator was coes | 
val with his exiftence: but it was not till God had planteda | 
garden in Eden, and there put the man whom he had formed, | 
and expre(sly prohibited the fruit of one of the trees on pain of | 
th, that he came under a pofitive law, “The former would. ae 
“Pprove itfelf to his con{cience as according with the natureof 
‘things : the latter as being commanded by his Creator, 


© point out the ufes 

uf ve be it from us to amufe the churches we reprefent with 
“Ulelels diftinctions, or {peculations which apply not to the 


which it is applicable in the exercife 


© need only remind you of the ufe of this diftin@tionin = 
able fo a narrow compals the controverly. Your 
Waiters have fhewn from hence the fallacy of all reafon- 
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ings in favour of infant baptifm from Abraham's cov 


tuted worlhip 


ook for theman things moral. f the 
tion there is not that need of minute rules or os “asi 
the former ; but merely of general principles, which natarall 


Jead to all the particulars comprehended in them. To requir 


exprels precept or example, or to adhere in all'cafes to the lite- 
ral fenfe of thofe precepts which are given us, in things of a 
moral nature, would lead to very injurious confequences. We 
may by a difregard of that for which there is pete precept 


ll 


ence to the letter of 


{ 


themfelves at liberty 


or precedent, omit what is manifeftly right; and by an adher- 


} 


vifiting and relieving the affited poor, eftablifh no {chools, 
endow no hofpitals, nor contribute any thing towards them, 
nor any thing towards printing or circulating 


tures. Whether any perfon pretending to ferious religion 


circumcifion, or from any other groand of mere analogy : | 
and not your writers only; for the principle is conceded by a 
confiderable number of our moft learned opponents.* In 
Je have only to underftand the will of our di- 

vine Lawgiver, in relation to the fubje@ in queflion, and to obey it. 
But this is not the fole nor perhaps the principal ufe to be 
made of the diftinction. We are not only taught by it to look 
for exprefs precept, or in things politive, but mot to 
obedience of the latter 

mples, as in 


tr of {criptural precepts, overlook'the fpirit of 
them, and do that which is manifeftly wrong. ~ = 
Tf we do nothing without exprefs precept | we 


muft build no places for chriftian worthip, form rio focitties for 


the holy fcrip- 


would deny thele things to be the duty of chriftians, we can — 


not tell: fome however, on no better ground, have thought — 


afide family worfb ip, and the fanctifi- 


to la 
cation of the Lord's day, Thete is ho exprefs precept or prece- 


_. dent for either, that we recollect, in the new teftament. But 


the worlhip of God being of moral obligation extends to the 
various relations and fituations in life. In duties of this de- 
fcription it is not God’s ufual, at Jeaft not his univérfal method, 
to furnith us with minute precepts, but rather with general 
i sale which will naturally lead us to the practice of them. 
We have no account of any particular injunction given to 
Abraham refpecting the order of his family. God ‘had faid to 
him ia general, “‘ Walk before me, and be thou perfect ;” and 


this was fufficient, ‘I know Abraham, faith the Lord, that 
HE WILL command his children, and his houfehold after him, — 
that they fhall keep the way of the Lord, and do juftice and 


judgment.”—And with refpe® to the fandification of the Lord's 
day, fo far as it relates to its being the day appointed for chril- 


‘Hah worfhip, rather than the feventh, that is to fay, fo far as 


it 8 pofitive, though we have no exprefs precept 
See Booth's Beamincd, Vol. 1. 


or it, yet we 


chap. i. 
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letter of moral precepts, we thall ofter overlook the true in- 
_-tentof them, and do that which is manifettly wrong. Our 


We believe {elf-love wil] be a fufficient prefervative againft 
fuch expofitions being reduced to practice :. but if the principle. 


| 
in precedents, which amount to the fame 
thing,* As to the keeping of the day holy to the Lord, this is 
moral, and not pofitive, and is therefore left to be inferred © 
from general principles. If God be publicly worthipped, there 
muft bea time for it; and that time requires to be/devoted to — 


are not wanting 


in the fecting apart of the feventh 


him.. Whatever 


day for divine worthip (and that fomething was fo, may be pre~ 
- famed from its being one of the ten commandments) applies 


to any day that fhall be appointed for the like purpofe. Pofi- 


tive inftitutions have all fomething moral pertaining to them, 


as it refpeéts the holy manner in which they are to be obferv- 


ed, It was on this principle that Paul cenfured as immoral 


the manner in which the Corinthians attended to a pofitive 
infitute. His reafoning on that fubje@ applies to the Lord’s 
day. He argued from the ordinance of breaking bread being 
the Lord’s fapper, that eating their own fupper while attending 
to it was rendering it null and void.¢ And by a parity of 


reafoning, it follows, from the firit “ of the week being the 


Lord's day, that to do our own work, find our owm pleafure, or 
Sos our own words on that day, is to render it null and void. 
Of the firft the apoftle declared, ‘ This is mot te eat the Lord's 


- fupper ;”? and of the laft he would, on the fame principle, have 


declared, This is not to keep the Lord’s day.. After all, it is fur- 
prifing if any who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity can 
‘feel this to be alburden, ‘* Why, even.of your own felves, 

yenotwhatisrightI” 


er hand, we do every thing according to t 


on the oth 


Lord’s precepts in his fecmon on the mount, if fo underftood, 
would contain a prohibition of all pudlic prayers, and public 
contributions, and require fuch an acquiefcence in injuries 


he himfelf, when {mitten before Pilate, did not exemplify. 


‘eye plucked out. If God profper our lawful undertakings, we: 
‘muft not only avoid all increafe of property, but muftretam 


The right re certain cafes, muft be cut off, and the fight 


‘nO part of what we have. » Every beggar, or borrower that 
aks affiftance, ete he need it or nog, muft, 


Balke tetained, it be at work-in fome other form, diverting 
the attention fra 
was not our Lord's defign in thefe precepts to r¢égulate 


m weightier matters, and reducing religion to 


i 


qmuch as motives. Many of his precepts, 
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| | 


uft, on no confi- © 


Jehu 19, 2 xv) f 1 Cor. xi. 20, 21. | 
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it is true, mention the act, and the aé& only ; but their aim is 
at the prisciple. It was the fpirit of oftentation in prayer 
and alms-giving, of felfifh refentment in cafes of injury, and 
_ of the love of the world im cafes of accumulating and retaining © 
property, thache meanttovcenfure. 
Neither is it by attending to a. ceremony which the coun- 
and)elimate ordinarily render unneceflary, that we comply 
withoar Lord’s precept, Ye ought to wafh one another's 


feet;” but “‘by love ferving one another.” We may wath _ i 


the faints’ feet, and neglect to dry their clot 
ter neceflary comfort to them when cold and weary. We | 
may give a difciple a cup of cold water, and keep back what | 
is more valuable for our own ufe. If we be taught of God to | 
dove one another, we thall find little difficulty in underftanding 

and practifingthefe precepts. = | 

'. By confounding moral and pofitive obedience fome have rea- 
foned thus: * You agree to take your children to family and 
‘public worthip,; teach them to read the bible with ferioufnefs 


hes, or toadminif- 


and attention, inftruét them in catechifms, &c. &c; and why | | 


lo yeu not take them to the Lord’s fupper ?’ We anfwer, the for- 
mer are moral obligations; but the latter is not. Thofe are 
‘binding on all mankind, and therefore ought to be inculcated 
from the earlic dawn of knowledge, even though we had _ 


never been told to “bring up our children inthe nurture and 


admonition of the Lord;” but this is the immediate duty of | 


believers only.—Others on the fame principle have argued — feay 


thus, or You withhold the unconverted from 
joining att ’s table, and why not joining in famt- 
4 and public prayer?’ Our the fup- 
per is the immediate duty of believers only; but prayer is bind- 
ing on men in general, however far they may be from per- — 
forming it in an acceptable manner. “To join with unbelievers — 
in what is not their immediate duty, is to become partakers of 
itheir fins but to allow them to join with us in what is the | 
“uty of every one, is not fo. “We ought to pray for fuch 
‘things as both we and they ftand in need of, and if they unite — 
‘with us in defire, it is well for them ; if not, the guilt remains” 
we be not greatly miftaken, many fierce difputes whi 
have divided the form, and of the 
Church of Chrift, might, at leaft, have been confiderably dimi- — 
, mithed by a proper attention to this fubje&. While one party 
contends for an Eraftian latitude, or that no divine directions 
are left us on thefe fubjects, and that the church muft be mo- 
welled and governed according to circumftances; the other 
_feems to have confidered the whole as a fystem of pofitive infti- 
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fremes ; and the way find i is, to afcertain on what 


 podoubt; and that a part of the religion 


| | 
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hi ie of examples, and which, in all / 


‘Thetrath we thefe exe 


les p in forming and organizing chriflian churches ; 
or MORAL? Ifthe former, they muft have been firs 
with an exactimodel or pattern, like that which was given 
te Mofes in the Mount, and have done all things according to 
it: bue if che later, they would only be furnithed with general 
icu 
the of the was poli itive, rhere can be 
of the new teftament 
is fo, is equally evident. Concerning this the injunctions of the 
apoftle are minute and very exprefs. Be ye followers (imi- 
tators) of me, as. I alfo am of ’Chritt—In this I praife you, 
_ brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordi- — 
— mances a8 I delivered them unto you—For I have received of 
- the Lord that which alfo I delivered unto you &c.”* But were 
we to attempt todraw up a formula of church government, 
worthip and difcipline, which fhould include any thing more 
outlines, and to eftablith it upon exprefs new-tefta.. 
“ment authorities, we fhould atcempt what is impracticable, 
‘Wedoubt not but the apoftles acted under divine direction ; 
we in things of a moral nature that dire€tion confifted not in 
providing them with a model or pattern, in the manner ofthat — 
«given to ‘Moles, but in furnifhing them with general principles, 


ONS Tequired, | | | 
de Ads the Epiftles, that fir 


We learn 
‘Cathe were congregations of faithful men, voluntarily 
united together for the ftated miniftration of the word, the 
adminitration of chriftian ordinances, and the mutually ait 
ing of each other in promoting the caufe of Chrift ; that they — 
“Were governed by bithops and deacons; that a bifhop ‘was an 
- Overfeer, not of other minifters, but of the flock of God; that. 

_ the government and difcipline of each church was within it, 
felf; that the gifts of the different members were fo employed 
= to the welfare of the body ; and that i ta ontes of 
proper mean was to vindicate the honour 
others which might ‘he pen we call was 
principle, They are Hluftrated the 
lar cafes, are a 
but it is not always fo. That a variety of cafes oc- 
in our times j in which we have nothing more than general a 
8, is manifeft to every iperfon of experi- 
We know that churches: were’ 
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elders ordained, and prayer and praife conducted with “the | 
underftanding,” or fo as to be underftood by others: but in 
what. particular manner they proceeded in each, we are not | 
told.. We have no account of the formation of a fingle church, — 
no ordination fervice, nor any fuch thing as a formula of wor- — 
fhip. If we look for expreis precept or example for the re- | 
moval of a paftor from one fituation to another, we fhall find 
mone, We are taught however that for the church to grow — 
unto an holy temple in the Lord, it requires to be “ fitly 
framed together.” The want of finefs in a connexion, there- 
fore, efpecially if it impede the growth of the fpiritual temple, | 
may jultify a removal. Or if there be no want of fitnefs, yet 
if the material be adapted to occupy a more important ftation, 
a removal of it may be very proper. Such a principle may be 
_ mifapplied to ambitious and interefted purpofes; but if the in- 
-Creale of the temple be kept in view, it is lawful, and in fome 


@afes attended with great and good effets. 


t 


EL 


. ‘Phis inftance may fuffice inftead of a hundred, and goes to 
-fhew that the forms and orders of the new-teftament church, 


much more than of the old,are founded on the reafonof things. 


' They appear to be no more than what men poflefied of the 
_ wifdom from above, would, as it were inflinétively, or of their — 
fall into, even though no {pecific diredtions fhould 
ty to place the matter beyond all doubt, Jet us refer tothe 
profeffions and practices of the apoftles themfelves, The prin- — 
ciples on which they profejéd to aét, and which they incul- — 
@ated.on others, were thefe— Let all things be done to édi- 
fying—Let all things be done decently, and in order.” . What- 
ever meafures had a tendency to build up the church of God, 
and individuals. in their holy faith, thefe they purfued. 
_ Whatever meafures approved themfelves to minds endued with 
ny wifdom as fit and vendiy and as tending, like good difct- 
pane in an army, to the enlargement of Chrift’s kingdom, 
thele they followed, and inculcated on the churches. And 
however worldly minds may have abufed the principle by in- 
_ troducing vain cultoms under the pretence af , it is that 
which, underftood in its 


g and organizing 
ftatement of things. | 
fembled together in the 
ed asa 
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the of good order and chriftian difcipline. 
| 
The way in which the apoftles actually proceeded in the 
of churches correfponds with this 
. 
hen a number of chriftians were ai- | 
| ; ys of Pentecoft, they were confider- 
, = But.at firft they no deacons, 
and probably no paftors, except the apofties, And. if the rea- 
| fom of things had not required it, the ‘might have cont 
te have none, But in the courfe of things new fervice role 


forth to battle. 
obedience, 2 
_ of religious evolutions : ‘but thofe of the laft (though they alf 
“mult keep their ranks, and a@ in obedience to command when- 

it is given, y 
_ Mechanical as to the mental , not fo much to the minute obferv- 
‘afte of forms as ‘to the fpiric and defign of them. The order of 
the one would almoft feem ‘to have’ been appointed 'for order's 
_ fake: but in that of the other the atility of every thing is ap- 
‘parent. The obedience of ‘the fortner was that of children; 
the latter that of fons arrived at maturer 


their hands, therefore they mult have new jJervants® to’ 


perform it; for, faid-the apoftles, “ It is not reafon that'we 


? | 


‘fhould leave the word of God, and ferve tables. Wherefore, © 
you feven men of honeft report, — 
. full of the Holy’ Gholt, and of wifdom, whom ‘we may ap- 
“point over this bufinefs.” In this procefs we perceive nothing 
of the air of a cetemony, nothing like that of punctilious atten- 


brethren, look ye out among 


tion to forms which marks obedience to a pofitive inftitute ; 


but merely the condu€&t of men endued with the wifdom from 


above; fervants ia pointed when fervice required it, and the 


number of the one regulated by the quantity of the other. 


All things are done “«'decently and in order 5” all things are 


Te isnot difficult to perceive the wifdom of God in thus 
varying the two difpenfations. The jewith church ‘was an 


army of foldiers who had to go through a variety of forms in 


learning their difcipline: the chriftian church is'an army going 
“he members of the firft'were taught puncti- 


d led with great formality through a Mid 
a 


t) are not required to be fo attentive to the 


_ As our Saviour ubolifhed the jewith law of divorce, and re- 


‘duced marriage to jts original fimplicity ; fo, 


hat muft have correfponded with the de- 
in every age. It was natural for “ the fons 


ugh defcended 


verbs of Solomon, 
fignifies a fervant, | 


And even 


irch di(cipline; but what may, in 


{ 


| 
he || 
feduced it to what, as to its firft principles, it was from the | 
beginning, and td | 
fires of 
os God,” in the days of Seth, to aflemble together, and to | 
call upon the-name of the Lord;” and their unnatural fel- | 
lowthip with unbelievers brought on the deluge. ed 
Under the jewith di{penfation, wicked men, | 
| from Abraham, were not confidered as Ifraelites indeed, or | 
frue citizens of Zion. friends of God were then “ the 
| ©oMpanions of thofe that feared him.” They ‘“fpake‘often 
One to another,” and affembldd for mutual adifeation, AW hat 
then is gofpel church-fellowfhip but godlinefs ramified, or the 
Principle of holy love reduced to action? ‘There is (earcel 
| on the fubje€ of ch 
| itance, be found in the pro | 
| deacyn as well as | 


i 


| 
| 
| 


"Mill be uf 


government are indifferent, and left to be accommodated to 


times, places and circumftances. The principles, or general 


outlines of things, are marked out, and we are not at peauih Pn 
deviate from them; nor are they to be filled up by worldly 
policy, but. by a. pure defire of carrying them into effec ac- 
Cordingtotheirtrueintent, 
Tt does follow however that {cripture precedent, important 
as it is, is not binding on chriftians inthings of a moral nature, 


unle(s the reafon of the thing be the fame in the cafe to be prov- 
ed as in the cafe adduced.——-T he firft chriftians met in an up- 


per room; for they had no proper places of worthip. But it 


does not follow that we fhould do fo who have more conveni- 
ent houles. The firft. chriftians were exhorted to ‘‘falute one 


another with an holy £/s,” The reafon was, it was the cuftom 


4in_the eaft for men in general in this manner to exprefs their. 


affection ; and all that the apoftle did was, to direét that this 


common mode of affectionate falutation fhould be ufed in a re- 


ligious ws | ices where it is a common practice it may 


of the precept remains, yet the form of it 
penfed with, and chriftian affection 
modes of falutation. | 


| 


| 


Again: The Corinthian men were fotbidden to pray or 


to exprels the ftrength of chriftian affection: but 
im acountry where the practice is nearly confired to the ex- 
prefing of affection between the fexes, it is certainly much 
 Moretiableto mifconftruCtion and abufe. And as it was never 
a divine inftitution, but merely a human cuftom applied to a 
‘Feligious ule, where this cuftom has ceafed, though the fpirit 
may lawfully be dif- 
exprefied in the ordinary 


Nor does it follow that all forms of worfhip and church- 


4 ‘(pespeety with their heads covered. The reafon was, the 
head bemg uncovered was then the fign of ‘authority, and its 


being. Covered, of fubjection. But in out age and country 
isa fign of the contrary, therefore we be obliged to 


‘Wear any fign of the one or the other, in our religious aflem- 
blies, it requires to be reveried. 
Ft alfo follows that in attending to pofitive inflitutions neither 
exprets precept nor precedent are neceflary in what refpects 
the doly manner of perfor ming them, nor binding in regard of 


mete accidental circumfances, which do not properly belong to — 
them. —It required neither expcefs precept, nor precedent to 
_ make it the duty of the Corinthians when they met to celebrate _ 


the Lord's fupper, to do it foberly, and in the fear of God, nor 


fender, the contrary afin, There are alfo circumfancés 


| | 
which may.on fome occafions accompany pofitive inititu- 


+ 


aye. and not.on others; and which being therefore no part of 
ty Are not binding. It isa fact that the Lord's fupper was 


firtt celebrated with urieavencd oread ; for no leayen was found 
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| at the time in all the jewifh habitations: but no mentionbeing = 
| made of it, either in the inftitution, or in the repetition ofic = 
by the apoftle, w¢ conclude it was a mere accidental circum- 
I bélonging to the ordinance than its having been Bee 
| in ‘*a large upper room.” It is a fact too that our Lord and ee 
| a reclining pofture at the fupper, after the Poy 
| at their Py 
| this to be binding upon us. with | 
Saviour firft fat down with his difciples on | 
fifth day of the week, “the night in which | 
he was betrayed :!’ but though that was a memorable night, | 
and worthy to be noticed 
| the ftrength of his Jove, yet feeing the words of the inftitution | 
| decide not how often it fhall be attended to, and no mention is | 
made of its being afterwards 
the church at ‘T’roas meetin | 
one imagines it|to be a rule of conduct to us. | 
The fame might |be faid of females being admitted te | 
Mion, a fubje&t on which a great deal has been written of late 
_ year§ in the baptifmal controverfy. Whether there be exprefs 
| _ ‘precept or precedent for it, or not, is of no confequence: for | 
the diftin@ion of {¢x is a mere ¢ircumfiance, in no wife affect. 
| | ing the qualifications required, and therefore not belonging: to 


_ the ipftitution. It'is of juft as much account as whether a be- 

: a liever be a jew or a greek, a flave or a free man; that is, it is 
Of nO account at all—‘‘ For there is neither jew nor greek, 
nor free, male nor female; but all are one in Chrift Je- eres 
_ fas.” Exprefs precept or precedent might as well be demand- | 

| ed for the parties being tall or low, black or white, ficklyor 

_ healthy, as for their being male or female. Ifthe difference 


between a profeffed believer and an unconfcious infant with 
refpedt to baptifm were no greater than this is with refpetto 
1 the fupper, we would allow it to be lawful to baptize the Jat- 
 § ®t, though neither exprefs precept nor precedent be found for ee: 
Tt follows, laftly, that many difputes.on, which chriftians | & 
have divided and crumbled into parties, might well have been’ | sf 


pared, and that without any difadvantage tothe caufe of pure go § 
mgipa. _ Whatever neceffity there be for withdrawing from 
walk diforderly, we have no warrant to confider 
as the ftandard of order, and to cenfure our 
ea ifoe deviating from them, which belong not to the laws. 
ult, but either to a mere difference of Opinion refpecting 
eh application, or to fome accidental circumftance which 
nally, brethren, While you gaurdagainft-the extremes of | 
+ SS¥ath difciplinarians on the one hand, avoid thofe of antidif- 
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ferved at the beginning, that an wnreferurd obedience to the ree 
wealed will of Gals m ln form it is delivered, is the feriptus 
vad teft of faith and love. Prove what that good, perfect, and 
will of the Lord is. all things without 
murings and difputings. Remember that the wifdom which 
is from above is firft pure, then pce, gentle, eafy to be 
| pd of an without partiality, 

without hypocrify. Dear ved rewell, he 700 


Signed on behalf of the Alfociakion, by 


‘THOMAS BLUNDEL, Moderate 


BREVIATES. 


Turspay vi. Brother Crappe, minister of the place, opened the mect> 

eb by prayer. Brot t Blundel was chosen Moderator. Letters from the charches 
were read, and the minated. The charch at Callingham in Nottingham- 
‘shire was received into the Association, by letter of pquest. Brother Nieholis 
closed with prayer. — 

‘Wawxsvay morning vi. Met for prayer, and the f lowing 
Messrs. Smith, student at Olney ; Oates and Norman, Su 
Partney, and Barclay'trom Scotland. 
half-pest x. _ Assembled for public worship, 4 Brother try prayed : 4 


brother Keely preached from John xv. 5, Without me ye ¢an do ; and con-— 


and Messengers, and ordered to be printed. Brother Suteliff had request 


to draw it up, but was revented by lon tion was 
written brother Pallet. 


eladed with prayer.—Vhe Circalar Leticr was afterwards read by the st 


| Afternoon my ii. Brother Suteliff 


from Pealm cxxvi. They that sow in tears, in prove 
that and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come agam 
aves with Brother Cave concladed wi why 
| vi, Brother Evans prayed. Brother Fuller preacl 
——— iva. § ad a merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause his face to shine 
may be earth, sad chy saving health among all 
Brother Fuller concluded in prayer 
Laeeeeree morning vi. Brother Burton prayed, Several mini gave a brief 
becount of during the pert sear, and brother , arman closed the 
public servine with pore 
written by brother vbedience positive tensions, The 
The wext Association to be held at OLNEY, on and in 
Whitson week 108. Brother Janay and brother 
| (Por'ur ar ras BULL, 
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ience to Positive Institutions. 


THE 


FROM 'k (AY 


| or THE | 


CH URCHES 


| 


THE 


\MPTONSHIRE ASSOCIATION, 
‘ASSEMELED AC OLNEY, 


| 


"eternal amid personal élection ; original sin ; particular redemption ; free justifica- 
tion by the imputed ee of Christ; efficacious grace in regeneration ; the 
of real 
ment 7 the eternal hte of the righteous ; and everlasting misery of such as 

fic impenitent with the congregational order of the churches, inviolablys 
Ae To the several Churches they represent, or from which they have recerwed Letters : 

( and Seoanwick, Derbyshire; Sutton-~Ashfield, Nottingham, and 
ottin Bur Trent, Staffordshire ; Shes phread, Lei- 


, Leicefterthire ; Oakham, Rutland ; 
*g, Lincolnshire ; Gen, Clipftone, Guil 


ty Moulton Road, B. d Nort 


orthamptonhhires Ol. 
and Se, 


1ce God our Rather, and 
our 


BRETHREN, 


return of our farnished os 
te ya for praise. Oar public opportunities were nu- 
- teas, merously attended, and a spirit of love and harmony, we 
or pervaded all our hearts.. With the exception of a 
po instances t from the various churches 
any of them have this year been 
ord ame ul, nor been suffered to sow dis-. 
shell among the we the fruit will be such 
and that the Lord will delight to dwell 
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lievers ; the resurrection of the dead ; the future judg- — 
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